
Dear HavenHouse Community,
 
Our journey began in April of 2012 when our daughter was diagnosed in utero with Spina Bifida. Spina
Bifida is a birth defect in which the spinal column does not close properly during pregnancy, injuring the
exposed spinal nerves. Once diagnosed, we realized there was no adequate care in our town of 10,000 that
would be able to perform the multiple surgeries needed after Makenna’s birth.
 
We traveled three hours to meet with the team at St. Louis Children’s Hospital and chose them to be the
start of our dream team. We then needed to find a supportive and loving place to stay after Makenna was
born that would be financially possible for our family. We had no clue how long Makenna would be in the
NICU, but we knew it would probably be a couple of weeks.
 
HavenHouse became our home away from home and an amazing support system for us during one of
the most stressful times of our lives.
 
Since birth, Makenna has had 20 surgeries, been in the ICU four times, picked up many more diagnoses,
and has had countless tests and procedures. Being away from home is always hard and not having our
local support system is extremely difficult. Makenna sees 12 pediatric specialists at St. Louis Children’s
Hospital. In 2020, we made 37 trips to St. Louis. HavenHouse gives us the ability to stay overnight, so we
do not have to drive six hours in a day.
 
Our family’s journey has continued and grew with the addition of Adalynn in 2015 and Hudson in 2018. We
have added to our dream team, but one of the constant and most important members is the staff at
HavenHouse. They allow us to focus solely on being in the moment to help our daughter and not worry
about everything else. They give us a meal when we forget to eat all day. They are there for a much-
needed hug. They provide a clean and safe place to rest our heads. 
 
Makenna will be turning 9 soon, and the best birthday present for her would be for you to share your
love and support by donating to HavenHouse. 
 
HavenHouse is more than just a place to stay. It is 
a place of love, compassion, hope, and understanding 
for families during their most trying times, when they 
are so far away from their homes.
 
Much love,
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