
One of the most incredible things about HavenHouse is the unique 
and beautiful people that come through our doors. Pam Johnson 

and her 16-year-old son, Damarion, couldn’t agree more. 

“We have met so many interesting and friendly people here. We just 
recently met a family staying here from New Zealand!” Pam says with a 
smile. “There are so many people from different walks of life here, but we 
are all like family. HavenHouse makes everyone feel like family.” 

Damarion and Pam first became part of the HavenHouse family in 
2012 when they stayed here when Damarion was just 11 years old and 
diagnosed with a heart condition that required surgery. This was a very 
scary time for the Johnson family, but they are self-proclaimed fighters. 
Damarion was diagnosed with severe autism at the age of 2 and Pam and 
her husband immediately dedicated themselves to his growth and success. 
Although he was expected to be non-verbal, he broke all molds and is a well-
spoken and pretty typical teenager. “It was a lot to take on,” Pam explained. 
“I adopted Damarion and four other children…plus I have four biological 
children. But we knew he was in there and wanted to show us who  
he was!”   

The Johnson family returned to HavenHouse in 2016 when it was discovered 
that Damarion has Rosai Dorfman Disease, which is a rare disorder that 
creates an over production of white blood cells in his body. The disease attacks 

Damarion’s bones and causes him to develop painful lesions and tumors all 
throughout his body. He has been receiving chemotherapy treatment for the past 

several months and is once again calling HavenHouse his home for the duration of 
his treatment. 

“We are so grateful for this place,” Pam says, “we wouldn’t be able to afford to 
stay in a hotel and we live over three hours away. We need HavenHouse so that 
Damarion can get the treatment that he needs to live a happy and healthy life… 
so he can fulfill all of his dreams.” 

And Damarion has a lot of dreams! Like most 16-year-olds, he has his sights 
set on a car and a driver’s license. When asked what he wants for Christmas he 
jokingly jabs at his mother saying if she gets him a car, he will gladly drive her 
around when they come to the city. “I will definitely be a better driver than our 
cab drivers have been!” Both Pam and Damarion laugh at what appears to 

be an inside joke. Pam goes on to explain that they have had some “interesting” 
experiences with cab rides while exploring the city in between treatments, and that it only 

deepens their appreciation for HavenHouse and the shuttle services to and from the area hospitals. 
Their large family shares one vehicle, so dad (Eddie), brings them to HavenHouse and picks them up when the 

treatment week is over.  

Although Damarion is a typical teenager in many ways, he isn’t quite like other teens in his deep desire to serve others. 
Damarion plans to go to a small bible college in Kentucky where he will learn to minster to others in need. “I really want to 
build churches for people who need them. That is my calling.” 

Pam beams as Damarion talks about his future plans and says, “The first time that I held him when he was just two days 
old, I knew that he was going to be a special boy.” And Damarion is very special. Not only does he plan to spend his life 
serving others, but he is already doing it. In 5th grade he won the “Heart Hero Award” for raising the most money in his 
area for Jump Rope for Heart. When Damarion showed up for treatment in St. Louis this time, he brought a load of items 
from the HavenHouse Wish List that he collected from friends, family and neighbors. “I just wanted to say thank you for 
giving us such a cozy home,” he said. 

Damarion and Pam are grateful to be able to call HavenHouse their “cozy home” while they continue to fight for health 
and recovery, and we are so incredibly grateful to our donors, supporters and volunteers for allowing us to help them in 
this journey. Over 80% of our fundraising support comes from individuals who care about our patients and families, and 
we rely on all of you to help us care for those in need. Please help us in our continued effort to provide the comfort of 
home and a community of support to patients and their families who travel to St. Louis for medical care. 

Please Give Today!  Online donations can be made at http://www.havenhousestl.org/donate.shtml
YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO FAMILIES LIKE DAMARION’S!


